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SUB J : RECIPROCAL SOFA WITH AUSTRALIA 

1. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION ON OTHER MATTERS, DFA 

REP MENTIONED TO EMBOFF THAT DRAFT AGREEMENT PREPARED 
BY AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENTS TO PROVIDE RECIPROCAL TREAT- 
MENT FOR AUSTRALIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL STATIONED IN 
THE U.S. HAD AGAIN BEEN RAISED WITHIN GOA. HE SAID 
THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE INTERNAL GOA COORDINATION ON 
DRAFT AGREEMENT WOULD BE COMPLETED WITHIN ABOUT A MONTH. 

2. EMBOFF EXPRESSED SOME SURPRISE THAT THIS AGREEMENT 
WAS STILL BEING ACTIVELY CONSIDERED BY GOA. EMBOFF 
NOTED EMBASSY'S F IL E ON SUBJECT IS LIMITED TO EXCHANGES 
OF VIEW BETWEEN AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY REPS IN U.S. AND 
OFFICES OF PM AND L IN DEPARTMENT. THE LAST SUCH 
PIECE OF CORRESPONDENCE WAS RECEIVED IN THE EMBASSY 
IN FEBRUARY 1972. 

3. EMBASSY UNABLE TO JUDGE HOW SERIOUS POSSIBILITY 
IS THAT AUSTRALIANS WILL PRESENT US IN SHORT TIME 
WITH DRAFT OF SUBJECT AGREEMENT. OUR ATTENTION TO 

IT HAS BEEN SPORADIC FOR PAST THREE YEARS AND HAS NOT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CANBER 05213 200725Z 

RESULTED IN ANY FIRM INDICATION OF RATIONALE FOR 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


GOA WANTING SUCH AN AGREEMENT. (USSSO CANBERRA REPORTS 
TWO RECENT CASES OF TRAFFIC OFFENSES BY AUSTRALIAN 
SAILORS IN U.S. FOR WHICH IT WOULD HAVE BEEN HELPFUL 
TO HAVE HAD A CLAIMS SETTLEMENT PROCEDURE.) OUR GENERAL 
IMPRESSION, HOWEVER, IS THAT GOA AS MATTER OF PRINCIPLE 
WISHES TO HAVE RECIPROCAL SOFA TO COVER ANY CLAIMS 
WHICH MAY RESULT FROM PRESENCE OF AUSTRALIAN MILITARY 
PEOPLE IN THE U.S. WHO ARE NOT COVERED BY DIPLOMATIC 
STATUS. 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S REACTION TO 
POSSIBILITY THAT AUSTRALIANS MAY AGAIN RAISE MATTER 
OF RECIPROCAL SOFA AGREEMENT. 

GREEN 
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